Laketon Township

Winter Newsletter 2020

New Accessible Playground & Pavilion
After many months of planning work, the construction/assembly and installation of a new
accessible, inclusive playground took place at Mullally Park, on the Lange Complex side of
this large park. This park will be on a nation wide registry of
inclusive playgrounds. There are two informational signs at the
entrance of the play structure with QR codes for even more
information and a user survey.
The construction, assembly and installation took place over the
course of 2 days with all volunteer labor under professional
instruction from the playground equipment company, Sinclair
Recreation LLC. Volunteers included Laketon Township Elected Officials and employees as
well as members of the Muskegon Northside Lions Club and residents of the community.

TIDBITS:
•

Property Taxes: 2020 Winter taxes
are due 2/14/2021—because it falls on
a weekend and due to the President’s
Day Holiday - they can be paid up until
Tuesday 2/16/2021 without penalty.
On Wednesday 2/17/2021 a 3% one
time penalty WILL be applied to any
unpaid 2020 property tax balance due.
In addition, after the due date, interest
at a rate of 1% per month is also added to unpaid property taxes as per
state law. On March 1st each year,
any property taxes remaining due are
turned over to the County Treasurer
for delinquent collection (including
additional penalties/interest) and can
no longer be paid at the Township
Hall.

•

Upcoming Township Hall Holiday
Closings: Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 12/24 and 12/25/2020. New
Year’s Eve 12/31/2020, New Year’s
Day 1/1/2021, Martin Luther King Day
1/18/2021, President’s Day 2/15/2021

•

Dog Licenses—are required by State
Law (Dog Law of 1919) for all dogs
age 4 months and older & can be
purchased here at Laketon Township
Hall. Documentation of rabies vaccination is required to purchase a license. Documentation of spay/neuter
is required in order to get the reduced
license rate. If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 231744-2454. In addition, it should be
noted that this law also requires dogs
to wear a collar with the license tag
on it, and requires all dogs to be “held
properly in leash” except when on the
owners property or other limited exceptions for things like hunting dogs or
working/leader dogs when engaged in
the activity for which they are trained.
If you see a dog running loose—
please call 911 to report the issue and
have animal
control personnel
respond.

The playground is fully accessible and complies with ADA regulations. It has a ramp from the
sidewalk directly up into the play structure. It features many sensory elements and has a
glider toy that can accommodate mobility devices, including wheelchairs. There is also an
accessible merry-go-round element and a large dinosaur spring toy. There are slides and
unique climbing features as well, and while the structure is ADA accessible, it is designed to
be inclusive in order to accommodate all children regardless of ability so they may all play
together.
Also this year, a small pavilion (covers 2 picnic tables) was also constructed immediately adjacent to this play structure along with a paved sidewalk connecting this playground and small
pavilion to the walking path that circles the baseball/softball fields and will allow those with
mobility devices to more easily access this playground. This completes the playground rebuild
that began last year with some smaller climbing structures, swings and spring toys for younger
children.
A huge thank you to all the volunteers from the community and from the Muskegon Northside
Lions club that participated in the construction/assembly of this playground. This playground
will be a benefit to so many children and a asset to this community for many years to come.

USDA—FARMERS TO FAMILIES—FOOD BOXES
Laketon Township participated in distributing food boxes (containing meat, dairy, fruits, veggies and
milk) from the USDA Farmers to Families food grant program. The distribution events took place on 3
consecutive Thursdays in October at 2:00pm. To get the word out about the event - notice was posted
on the township website and facebook page and on the door of the township hall. Flyers were also
distributed at the events. The events were open to everyone and very well attended. Thank you to the
Reeths Puffer students that volunteered to help elected officials & staff to load vehicles with food boxes.

Staff Retirements
Signs & Utility Poles
Consumers Energy has reported
seeing an increase in signage and flags
placed on utility poles—this is dangerous
and is prohibited. These utility poles are
private property and only those with express
permission from the owners may utilize the
poles.
In addition, the Laketon Township
Zoning Ordinance prohibits the placement of
any sign on a light pole or utility pole. These
rules and regulations are for safety (both of
the person choosing to install the signage and
of the public at large), for the integrity of the
pole for proper functionality and to reduce
clutter and litter from said signs.
It should also be noted that the
Laketon Township Zoning Ordinance prohibits
signs from being placed in any public right of
way (along the road), alley or any other public
property. Signs placed on private property
are subject to all the rules and regulations
outlined in the Laketon Township Zoning Ordinance, Section 18. Please contact the
Laketon Township Zoning Administrator Theresa Maner before erecting any sign. She is
in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays or
can be emailed at zoningadmin@laketon.org

While 2020 saw the
COVID-19 Pandemic
cancel most recycling
events and close many
recycling facilities —
there are a few that may still be available:
•

•

FREE Medication Disposal: prescription/non-prescription, controlled and non-controlled medications can be recycled—visit
www.mamdp.org for a list of locations and dates/times available. A
flyer is also available at Laketon
Township Hall with this information.

♦

Retirement congratulations and best wishes to longtime employee Diane
Sowa. Diane worked for Laketon Township for over 38 years! Her dedication
to her work and serving the residents of Laketon Township was extraordinary.
She will be missed by the staff and residents alike, but we all wish her well in
her retirement!

♦

Retirement congratulations and best wishes also to Assessor Wanda Budnik.
Wanda has been the sole assessor for Laketon Township since 2004, and
before that assisted Assessor Robert Frain for several years. Laketon Township will miss Wanda and her commitment to providing excellent assessing
services to the residents of this community. We all wish the best for her in
her retirement adventures.

Seasonal Winter
Reminders:

United Way of the Lakeshore—
Day of Caring
This year, the Laketon Township Cemetery was the
recipient of the annual United Way
of the Lakeshore Day of Caring.
Volunteers from the United Way
and community at large came to
the cemetery and spent the afternoon cleaning headstones.
Laketon Township extends a huge thank you to these
hard working volunteers for the work they did—the
headstones look so much better. What a great gift of
caring! Here are a few photos of this amazing event.

Thank You
United Way of
the
Lakeshore!

•

•

•

•

•

Do not block fire hydrants
with piles of snow or vehicles.
Please help keep fire hydrants clear of ice/snow
buildup if you are able—it is
much appreciated.
Do not plow, snowblow or
pile snow &/or ice on the
non-motorized path/bike
path—it makes removal
harder and township equipment used to keep the path
clear can be damaged by
these types of hard packed
piles of snow/ice.
Michigan State Law prohibits the plowing of snow
ACROSS roads. It also
prohibits blowing or shoveling snow into the road.
Snowmobiles are
PROHIBITED on the nonmotorized paths in Laketon
Township.

Local Recycling Guide: visit the
Muskegon County Sustainability
Website for a complete guide:
www.co.muskegon.mi.us/1338/
Recycling-Guide or pick up a printed guide at Laketon Township Hall.
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